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1., J¥ith the budget passed, t.e Constituent Assembly will now turn its attention
to the drafting of the Constitution. A minor crisis is already shaping ups
reilecting a L..clr of agreemcnt amonp the parties. Such guestions as eloctlon
of the president by the Reticnal Assembly or by ropular vote, the number of
Ministries, the constituticn of the iinistry of Informaticn, and the position
of Siovakia already arve baing fought over.

20 Tﬂ@ non-Communist parties feeil that Communist strengih is declining; it may
be expected that they will maneuvor the Ferliameat if necessary into an impsse
thus foreing new elections. In pensral, the Communists snd the Sccial lemo-
¢rats are seekine the widest departure from the first Czech Constituticn, while
the National Socizlist and the Feople's tayty want ihe mew Constitution to
rauain closae Lo the cid one. The Slovaek lemocrats remain completely provincial
and will compromise broadly in order to maintain a unique position for Slovakia.

3. Since it is expected that popular fault-finding and recrimination will increase
during the adventure of the Twe Year Feonomic FPlan, current Communist tazetics are
intended to remind the other parties of their full resrvonsibilities in the
fovernment of the National Front. [Fublic opdnion, however, identifies the Two
Year Tlan with the Cowmunist Terty, 2nd its shorteomings will certainly be lzid
at, the door of the UYomsunists. Topuler judsment is rendered easy by the publica-
tion of the economie poels for the first menth of the year for each industry.
Tyen 1f ststistics are being Jugrled to give a favorsbleo impression, they cannot
hide the mounting malfeasance, graft, and corrurtion in many branches of the

! nationalized industry, It is, for exemple, common knowiedge that Lrequently
retailers, in order to obtain peoods direetly from factories, 2vre expected to
add ten to thirty percent to the rrice as e bribe for the netionsl manager,
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